
TOWN OF NEWSTEAD  - PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
February 23, 2004 

 
 

PRESENT:   Tom Cowan, Chair 
Mark Decker 

  Don Hoefler 
  Terry Janicz 
  Rick Meahl 
  John Potera 
  Andy Kelkenberg 
  Christine Falkowski, Planning Board Clerk 
 
The meeting was called to order by Tom Cowan at 7:30 PM.    
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
§ Route 5 /Moratorium on Used Auto Dealers & New Commercial Development 

Tom presented information from the Committee Meeting held on February 20, 2004.  John stated that he 
would like to see lighting controlled- reduced or off when the business is closed.   

 
§ Update on Gordon Kelkenberg subdivision – Keller Road/Hunts Corners Road 

Gordon Kelkenberg had requested exchanging an approved split (July 2003; #11030 Keller Road) for #11088 
Keller Road due to the fact that #11030 was not selling because of the conservation ditch that must be moved.  
The Town Attorney advised that this can be done as long as (1) #11030 was adjoined back to the parent parcel 
(the deed had not been changed yet) (2) that #11088 be split off via subdivision application (done) (3) provide 
survey for #11088 (done) (4) pay $50 fee (done).  This is the final split off the parent parcel until July 2008.   
 
This same parent parcel also fronts on Hunts Corners Road.   It came to our attention that Gordon sold off a 
150’ x 996’ piece to Michael Young (which would be an illegal split).  Christine spoke to Mr. Young’s 
attorney, Russ Matusek, who stated that the lot was to be merged to Mr. Young’s adjacent property at the time 
of sale.  This was delayed due to an incorrect legal description, and should be resolved within the next month.  
A filed, stamped copy will be faxed to Christine.   

 
§ Training 

Survey was completed with course choices by each member, and will be sent to NYS Dept. of State.   
 

§ Minutes Review 
Terry motioned to approve the minutes of February 2, 2004, seconded by Rick and all approved.   

 
§ Zoning Report was reviewed. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Minor Subdivision Application – 1 lot – Berghorn Road 
Keith Berghorn would like to split off two acres from a 23-acre parcel on Berghorn Road.  The Board raised the 
concern that the buyer of this two-acre parcel could split it again, thereby impeding Mr. Berghorn’s potential 
splits.  Mr. & Mrs. Berghorn came in, and they stated that the buyer is the property owner across the road, who is 
buying it solely to prevent someone building across from them.  Mr. Berghorn stated he does not anticipate a split 
nor does he care.  Terry motioned to approve this subdivision, seconded by Don and all approved.  
 
Minor Subdivision Application – 1 lot – Rapids Road 
The Estate of Gloria Pawlick left 28.2 acres of land on Rapids Road to her five children.  5.05 acres were gifted to 
Daniel (exempt from subdivision approval), which will be merged with 32.00-3-3.2.  This leaves 22.8 acres 
remaining.  From this parcel, 15.21 acres (500’ x 1325’) will be split off.  There is a creek on it, which are Federal 
wetlands.  It cannot be moved without permission, and nothing can be built on or over it.  Because it has 500’ of 
frontage, it could be split into three lots, but the lot with the creek would have limitations.  Terry motioned to 
approve the subdivision, seconded by Mark and all approved.    
 
Site Plan – Parking Lot/Church Addition 
Dean Sutton of Dean Sutton Architects presented the site plan, which shows 1,800 square feet, but it is really 
18,000.  An 18,000 sq. ft. addition will be added to the rear of the existing church with a connector.  It will be one 
story, as they no longer need a second floor, since they worked out their differences with John Smith, whom they 
are leasing an adjacent building from and using for their Youth Program.  The new building will be the worship 
center/sanctuary, and the “old building” will be used for classrooms and a fellowship hall.  The site plan has 232 
parking spaces with five of them being handicapped.  They may want to eliminate two spaces to enhance access to  
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Site Plan – Parking Lot/Church Addition (cont’d) 
the lot, but this will be checked with our Building Inspector.  They widened the approach at Main Street for a two-
lane ingress and egress which the site plan shows as European style, but it will be reversed to the American style.  
Landscaping will be concentrated on the main entrance at the east side of the new building.  Budget concerns will 
cause this to be done piecemeal by the church members.  Lighting will be of the downlighting type and focused on 
the parking area and for security around the building.  There is an existing leachfield at the front of the old church, 
the new leachfield for the addition will be to the west, and the Youth/Rec Center leachfield is northeast of the 
addition.  They are not ready for new signage at this point.  Wendel Duchscherer submitted a memo dated 
February 23, 2004 recommending approval of the parking lot plan.  Christine verified with Andrew Casolini that 
this recommendation is for the site plan as submitted, and not just the parking lot (will be provided in writing).  
They plan to break ground in the spring.  A copy of the minutes will be provided to Dean Sutton.  Terry made a 
motion to recommend approval of this site plan to the Town Board, seconded by Andy and all approved.   
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
§ Review site plans for used car lot special permit renewals before May 1, 2004 

George Hauer (11372 Main Road ) and Richard Belotta (13722 Main Road) will be asked to attend the 
Planning Board meeting on March 22, 2004.   
 
Why are special permits not required for the little red schoolhouse at Golden Pond (collision shop) or for the 
guy next to Belotta?   

 
 

John motioned to adjourn the meeting at 9:40 PM, seconded by Terry and all approved.   
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Christine Falkowski, Recording Secretary 


